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| Hoxovnanin Sins, 


Meſe Sheets I wrote el Tiny 
ago, upon the Occaſion mentioned in the 
Preface, At that Time they*were revi- 
ſed M Senn good Hands, who thought the Pu- 
blication thereof might be very uſeful, and a Mean 
to prevent the atrocious Crimes of Perjury and 
profane Swearing, too frequent in the Country, as 
well as in every Place of the Nation. 
So ſoon if wh determined to publiſh them, 
and to comply with the uſual Cuſtom of uſhering a 
Book into the World with a Dedication, which 
hath generally obtained amongſt Authors of all 
Ranks, the Nature of the Subject quickly inclined 
me to * upon the Honourable Judges of this 
a 2 | Shire 


* | N N 
5 , 7 N 
"4 * 


„ DEDICATION. 


| Shire as the fitteſt Perſons: under whoſe Patrociny 8 


and Protection I might fafely emit them. And 


beſides the Intereſt I have in both ou Honour- 8 


able Families, the Conſideration of your having 


the chief Rule in this, Country has induced me to 4 
Prefix your Names in particular, in Token of my - 


Regard and Gratitude for your former Favours. 

Allow me therefore the Freedom to ſay, that as 
God the ſupreme Governor of the Univerſe, the 
ſovereign Judge of Nations, and Fountain of all 


true Honour, hath, by his kind Providence, ad- 


vanced you, and the reſt of our Honourable 
Judges, to Places of Honour and Truſt, made 


you his Vicegerents in the Country, and put it in 


your Power to do him eminent Service; ſo it will 


be expected by him, and all the true Lovers of our 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that you will exert the Power 
and Authority wherewith he hath been pleaſed to 
inveſt you, in uſing your ſincere and ſedulous En- 
deavours to promote his Honour and Glory in your 
Places and Stations, as becometh the Honourable 
Patriots of your Country, by encouraging Piety 
and Virtue, - and diſcountenancing all Manner of 


Vice and Impiety. Put a Stop. to the Current of 
Profaneneſs which ſo much prevails in many Pla- 


ces. within your Diſtricts ; impartially puniſhing _ 


ſuch as tranſgreſs the Laws, both civil and eccle- 
ſiaſtick, made for reſtraining and reforming ſuch 
from their groſs Enormities. *—'Ä 


: . ; 


In a ſpecial Manner it concerns you, to take 


care to prevent the atrocious and damnable Sin of 
Perjury, or falſe Swearing. For this purpoſe, it 
would be requiſite that People be adviſed to ſtudy 
the Nature and due Qualifications of lawful Oaths, 
and the Danger of Perjury ; and alſo, that ſuch 


5 as may be convicted of Perjury, be condignly pu: 
TO. > oo _ * iſhed. 


2 
2 f 5 * : ; 


; . 


D E DICATION. i 


niſhed ning to the Laws of the Land: For 

Perjury is ſuch a growing and ſpreading Evil, that 
if it be not effectually reſtrained by inferior Judges, 
it may ſoon inſinuate ! kater the higheſt Court 2 


of the Nation. 


I perſuade W you will ſee it your Duty | 
and Intereſt to contribute your utmoſt Endeavours 


to promote Reformation of Manners, both by the 
due Execution of the Laws againſt Immorality, 


and your ſuitable Examples; which will be plea- 
ſing to God, and raiſe upon your Names a ſavour- 


ry Monument of eterna} Fame. This will afford 


you a ſweet Serenity of Conſcience in this World, 
Peace on a Deathbed, unſpeakable Joy and Com- 
fort, when you (with all the reſt of the Children 
of Men) maſt appear at God's Tribunal, to give 
an. Account of your Stewardſhip; and a Crown. 
of immortal Glory in the Life to come, when 
every one {hall be rewarded according to his 


Works, Rev. xxii. 12. 


That God, who is the ſupreme Lord and Law- 
15 rer, may enable you faithfully to perform theſe 


hings, that Religion and Righteouſneſs may 
flouriſh in our Country, and Iniquity may be aſha- 


med, and ſtop her Mouth, is the fer vent Prayer of 


"in wn 105 with great Regard and Eſteem, - 
GENIE „„ 
Tour 0 e and mo 
ND, bumble Servant, 
4. P. 1748, a ak EY 


PETER RAE. 
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The CurIsTIAN REA DEI. 


DErhaps ſome may think it a needleſs multiplying of 
Books to publiſh any thing on this Subject, ſeeing 
% many learned Men have touched it already in 


their Tracts on the third Commandment, and ſome have 


handled (at leaſt a Part) of this Argument at large by 
1750 it would be conſidered, 1. That theſe Authors 
have, for the moſt parts written in Latin, a Language 
unknown to the Vulgar, for whoſe Uſe this Treatiſe is 
chiefly intended. Beſides that it is ſcarcely ſuppoſable, that 


many of theſe Readers, although they underſtood the 


Language, can ſpare Money to purchaſe, or Time to per- 
uſe ſuch large Volumes ſome whereof are very rare. 
2. That not one of theſe Authors I have hitherto conuer- 


fed with, hath all the Particulars I baue here conſidered ; 
and ſome of them but little on the Sin of Perjury, 


3. That ſeveral Inſtances of the tremendous Judgments 


e God on perjured Perſons I have here related, have 


never peen publiſhed heretofore, And, 4. That many 


who are called to depone in civil and criminal Proceſſes, 
more frequently than in ſome Ages before, and ſometimes 


before Church-judicatures, are almoſt wholly unac- 
guainted with the Nature of an Oath, and Danger of 
Perjury, Fram which it is evident, that a Treatiſe of 
this Nature is not altogether uſeleſs, but deſerves the 
Care and Pains of a better Hans. 

The fir/t Motive I had to this Undertaking, was, the 
deplorable Caſe of John Atcheſon Weaver in Bettock- 
Syke, a perjured Perſon; of whom I had frequently 
heard, and once at our Provincial Synod : From whom, 
having accaſionally met with him, upon the 28th of June 
1710, I had a particular Account of the Matter of Fact: 


This - 


4 


mich it all was at firſt i | Fog 
4 Artie upon it, found it expedient to prefix u brief 


nble to my Purpoſe. As to the other, 


: x : * 
8 . 3 3 
To t 


ui a Sheet anent the Nature and Danger of perfusy 


intended: But .whett Thad thought 


Tratt anent 4 lawfiil Oaths, for the Reaſon mentioned"'in 
YT have, with what Care T coitld, peruſed ſuch Authors 


4 Thad by me, or could poffibly' meet with, on this 
Head; eſpecially on the afſertory and promiſſory Oaths, 


(as you will find them quoted: And what Particulars 


| Ifaund ſcattered there, I have collected as an Abſtraf, 
| * 4 preſe ute 4 in the following Method; and have aver- 
red nothing controverted without a Voucher of good 


Repute : And what Latin Phraſes T tranſcribed" from 


e 


gliſh Reader. 12 | 3 
Before I tranſcribed the following Sheets, I had Oc- 
caſion to peruſe tuo Sermons on the third Commandment 
reached and publiſhed not long ago, by the Reverend 
7 Shin Hubbard, two Di/ 


Mr. James Foſter, and Mr. 


 fenting Miniſters in London. The former of theſe hath 
mot much directly on promiſſory and F Oaths : 


However, I compared my Collefions an theſe Heads with 
what he hath; and find that, in ſo far, they agree as 
to the Matter, though in à different Order 2nd Dre * 
For he ſometimes writes in a Style far above the moſt 
Part of vulgar Capacities, which J ws 4 not ſo agree- 

„ 41 have alſo com- 
pared my Collections with what he has wrote on the 
due Qualifications of a lawful Qath; and find, that, 


whatever I have more, I am nothing ſhort in theſe Par- 


ticulars : yet reſolve to make uſe of them both, where 
I fend it proper. 335% 
To do them Juſtice, I own, that they both argue 


ſtrongly and rationally againſt. profane and cuſtomary 
Swearing. by the facred Name of God : As when, in com- 


mon Converſation, it is brought in under the Form of 


Swearing, or dreadful Imprecations on the Speaker him- 
ſelf, or others, to confirm almoſt every indifferent a 
ty 


: fertion ; or of bleſſing themſelves, or others, in a ſlig 


"tranſient, and careleſs Manner; or of Exclamation, 
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vi To the Chriſtian Reader. 


to vent ſudden Admiration; or as an Expletive, to fi 
ag a Sentence ; or to imbelliſb idle Diſcourſe, and givs 
Air and Colour to our Impertinence. As this rubs. an 
Aront on God, ſo it has a viſible Tendency to impair 
and by Degrees to extinguiſh, our Senſe of the Sacred. 
neſs and inviolable Obligation of an Oath.” It is impoſe | 
ſible that, while we allow ourſelves to trifle with Oaths 
in the general Courſe of our Behaviour, we ſhould reſpect 
them, conſidered in their own Nature, as Matters of a- 
ny great Importance ; or, if we looked upon them as 
holy Ties, we ſhould make it our Practice to fwear to 
what we never intended to perform, or to the Truth of 
what we know to be falſe. The neceſſary Tendency of 
fuch a raſh Proceeding, is, to render Oaths cheap and 
contemptible, by diminiſhing the . God as our impar- 
tial Fudge, and ſevere Avenger of Deceit and Prevari- 
cation. 4 * _ 4% Bn A „ fe 1 
I cannot expect that this ſmall Eſſay. will eſcape the 
Cenſure of malevolent Perſons, r Works 55 the 
moſt learned and worthy Men have met with the like 
5 but 1 hope the more ſerious will find it 
7 it may any way contribute to promote the Glory f 
God, and the Good of Souls, I have my main End: and 
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2 where the Light of the Goſpel ſhines very 
bright, giving giving clear Diſcoyeries of Sin and Duty, 
the Puniſhments of the one, and Rewards 
> of the ther, Men ſhould be ſo hardened in their 
as to. commit 4 with Greedineſs and Delibe- 
-Amonglt all which Sins, there is none more 
„and yet tog common, and but little thought 
of, than Sins they commit in the Matter of Oaths. 
For, though Oaths in Matters of Weight and Mo- 
ment, when impoſed by lawful Authority, be warrants 
ed by the word of God!; yet as the beſt Things are 
el abuſed, ſo is an Oath z While ſome ſwear 47 14 
ely, and in their ordinary Diſcqurſe ; others 
upon light and trivial Matters, without due yo Smeg LN 
1 Re to the ſacred Name of God; and too ma- 
ny falſe Y, while, either for worldly Gain and filthy 
Luere, to preſerve their Reputation and Fame, or for 


 ratian, 


ſome other baſe and ſiniſtrous Ends, they diſhonour 5 


9 prejudge Truth, and wound their own Con- 
ſcience, - Mae . againſt their Light, and ng 
the holy . Wael to 8 a Lie. 
This m 23 y proceeds from profound W 
of the Nature and Danger of an Oath; or 
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2 Of the Nature and Kinds Chap. I. 


of God's terrible Threatenings againſt the Sin of Per- 
jury. It is, therefore, the Deſign of the following 
Sheets, to preſcribe an Antidote againſt this' dreadful 
Evil; eſpecially to thoſe for whoſe Uſe, I laid in the 
Preface, this Treatiſe is chiefly. intended. © 
In purſuance of which, I ſhall, for the greater Eaſe 
of the Reader, divide this Tract into ſeveral Chapters; 
and ſhew, 1. The Nature and Kinds of lawful Oaths. 


2. Wherein a promiſſory Oath binds, and when it ob- _ 


ligeth not. 3. What are the due Qualifications of an 
aſſertory Oath, and when to be admitted. 4. When, 
and in what Caſes a Perſon may be guilty of the Sin 
of Perjury. And, 5. The Heinouſneſs and Danger of 
this Sin, as Diſſuaſives from it, and Cautions againſt it. 


Of the Nature and Kinds of lawful Oaths. | 


Ecauſe Contraries and Oppoſites' may help to give 

Light to one another, I ſhall firſt ſnew the Na- 

ture of a lawful Oath ; that it may the more clearly ap- 
pear what Oaths are unlawful, and when we may fall 

into the Sin of Perjury.  _ 1 a 1 
1. That a lawful Oath is a Part of religions Worſhip, 
I hope none will doubt or deny, who reads our Con- 
feſſion of Faith“. Yea, it is oftimes taken in Scripture 
for the whole Worſhip of God; as Deut. x. 20. Thou 
halt fear the Lord thy God; him ſhalt thou ſerve, and 
to him ſhalt thou cleave, and ſwear by his name, 80 
Deut. vi. 13. And, J. xlv. 23.—Unto me every knee 
ſhall bow, and every tongue ſhall ſwear. And, I. xix. 
18. In that day ſhall they ſwear by the Lord of hoſts ; 
that is, They ſhall worſhip the true God. Beſides that 
in every lawful Oath, there is, 1. A Confeſſion of the 
divine Attributes; of the Omnipotence, Omnipreſence, 
Wiſdom, Juſtice and Truth of God; whereby we 
acknowledge, that he is Witneſs of what we ſwear, 
and that he is the Judge and Revenger of Falſhood and 
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r ad Chap. 22. art. 1. 
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| niſh ſuch as are . of rica, eee he com- 
mands us to ſwear by him anly : Deut. vi. 13. Thon 
Halt fear the Lord thy God, and ſhalt fear by his 
name. J lxv. 16.— He that fweareth in the earth, 
ſhall fwear by the God of truth. And, finally, the 
Lord forbids ta ſwear by any thing elſe, Matth. v. 34. 
35. 36.; and is hight diſpleaſed with ſuch as do it, 
Jer. v. 45 How ſhall 1 pardon this! Ta children have 
fern by them that are not gods, . 
e End of Oaths, for which they are appointed 


* Perkins 8 Cats of Conſclence, boak a. chap. 13 A 224, 
'+ Pareus in Urſini cat. p. 561. 


I of Faith, ubi ſupra. 
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4 Of be Natart mm Rinds Chap. Il. 


et God, 1s, for Conkitmation of Truth, and deciding 
of Controverſies, Feb. vi. 16: And therein his eres 


Name is to be uſed with all holy Fear and Reverence:. 


5. Oaths are to be taken bnly in Matters of Weight 
and Moment; which are true, certainly known, laws 
ful, poſſible, neceſſary, profitable, and worthy of ſuch 4 
Confirmation by Oath; for the Glory bf God, and the 
| Good of our Neighbour * ; and which cannot be others. 

_ wiſe decided. For, as Mr. Perkins faith; when all o? 
het human Proofs fail, then it is lawful to fetch Teſti- 
mony from Heaven, and to make God himſelf out 
Witneſs; and that in this Caſe alone, and never elſe; 

It is lawful to uſe an Oath, Swearing in Matters tris 

| Vial, and of no Importance, or When there is not 4 
mere Neceſſity, is an abuſing, or vain uſing of the fas 
cred Name of God; makes an Oath too common 4, 
and ſpoils the Solemnity of ſuch a ſolenin Piece of the 
Worſhip of God. And, if the Matter of the Oath be 
falſe, uncertain, unlawful, or impoſſible, that Oath is 
_ repugnant to the Word of God, and fo is unlawful, 
1 “// 

6. Neither are Oaths to be taken or worn without 

a lawful Calling thereunto. Hence we ſay, Jurutus fit, 
© He was ſworn,” paſſively ; And, as Mr. Durham ob. 
ſerves, the Hebrews have no active Verb exprefling it, 
to ſhew, that Men ought not to ſwear, but to be ſworn, 
or by Neceſſity preſſed unto it. Ultroneous Oaths ought 
not to be ſuſtained; nor any Weight laid upon them; 
but the Perſon rebuked for his raſh and irreverent Ulage 
of God's facred Name l. For, as Pareus ſaith, Q fu. 
ei? jurat, facil pejerat: He who fwears eaſily, doth 
4 eaſily commit the Sm of Perjury.“ „ 
7. An Oath muſt be ſworn without all Guile, Equi- 
vocation, or mental Reſervation. It muſt be conceived 
in plain and intelligible Expreſſions, underſtood by him 
to whom the Oath js given, and fappoſed to be under. 


* Pareus in cat, Urſini p. 561. De jura licito. : 
 Calvini inffit. Hb. 2. cap. . CO Re ele Be 
Pareus, ubi ſupra. 3 | 7 

It is the uſual Practice. * 1 0 * + hs 
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en others; ee that exateth it, and 5 
according to his Mind and Meaning, and not accord 

to the private Intent of him that Feareth , A Man 
muſt not ſwear ambiguouſly, but in a-plain and ſimple . 
Senſe, ſo as the Words of his Mouth may agree with _ 
that which he conceiveth in his Heart: For, if he mean 
dne Thing, and we another, the Name of God is pro- 
faned, and the End of an Oath fruſtfated. Tea, in the 
Want of this fair and exact . betweeh 


our Hearts and dur Lips, in Fwearing, is the Sin of 5 
— in its worſt Senſe, © pl. 
uch as are deſtitute of the UE of Reaſda, 6 | 


Infants, Idiots, Madmen, and drunken Men, becauſe 
they cannot ſwear in judgment, and ſueh as are ex com- 
municate, or art already convicted of Perjury, ought 
not to be admitted to take an Oith + : Nor ſhould a 
Perſon under Proceſs for Scandal be admitted a W 
neſs, till he be relaxed. | 5 
9. Among Perſons equal, and not ſubjected to one | 
uncther, Oaths are taken by mutual Conſent: But 
where ſome are ſubjected to others, the Superior may 
command and require the Inferior to take a lawful 
. And ſo much for the Nature of Oaths in ge- 
nera 
in ths nert pick, as to the Kinds of Oaths, lawful 
Oaths may be conſidered two Ways, viz. 1. In re- 
ſpect of the Manner how they are impoſed and taken; 
and ſo they are diſtinguiſhed, (1.) Into private 9 0 
Which are made betwixt private Perſons e | a6 . 
| That Oath betwixt fart and Laban; Gen. xXi. 53. 
and -betwixt David and Jonathan, 1 Sam. xx. 13.3 
and publick Oaths, which are publickly and more ſo. 
lem taken. (2.) Into judicial Oaths, which are 
rendered in open Court, by Judges baving Power to 
exact them; and extrajudicial Oaths, which are fworn 
ö by Perſons out of a Court, or judicial Acton f. Again, 


* Perkins's Caſes of Conſtience, lib. 2. aſh 13. HI: 
Wolebii compendium, cap. 6. can, 2. 
1 Synop. r theologiz, p. 225. | 
olani ſyntag. lib. 9. cap. 23. 
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6 Of the Nature and Obligation Chap. II. 
2. In reſpect of the Nature of Confirmation made by 
-Oath.:' And. ſo they are diſtinguiſhed into promiſſory 
Oaths, whereby ſomething is promiſed for the Time to 
come; and aſſertory Oaths, whereby the Truth of 
ſomething paſt or preſent is aſſerted and confirmed. 
Again, promiſſory Oaths are diſtinguiſhable into per- 
ſonal, when a Perſon promiſeth and ſwears. only for 


_ * himſelf z and repreſentative, when Perſons, one or 


more, ſwear not only for. themſelves, but alſo as they 

are Repreſentatives of others. Of this we will ſee e- 
vident Inſtances in the following Chapter, where I ſhall 
ſpeak of promiſſory Oaths ; as I ſhall do of aſſertory 
Oaths, in the Chapter next thereaſter INTE as . 
blickly and . taken. 


1 CHAP. I. | „ 
| & 5 Nature and Obligation of promiſſory Oaths. 


e Oath i is, when a Perſon ſwears to do 
or perform ſomething promiſed for the Time to 
come, as was ſaid above. Of this ſort are all publick 
Govenants, Leagues and Confederacies between Princes 
and People, when confirmed by Oath; as alſo, Oaths 
of Allegianee, Oaths of Fidelity in Offices, the Mar- 
_Tiage-oath “, *, and baptiſmal Vow; In all which, Fide- 
lity is required. With reſpect to this, the fallowing | 
Particulars are to be obſerved, - 
I. In every 5 acres Oath, there are certain Con - 
ditions implie 
but ſometimes expreſſed; ſuch as theſe; If God will, 
if nothing interveen to hinder ; ; If I live, and Health 
permit; As much as in me lieth ; If ſome Impoſſibility | 
interveen not; c f. For to promiſe nn 1s 
not ſo warrantable. 

2. The Matter of a promiſſory Oath, or that to 4 
which a Man may bind himſelf by Oath, muſt be 25 1 


thing that is good, juſt, paſſible, profitable, and i in his 


'  ® Synop. purioris theologiz, p. 225. the. 
+ Durham, Ameſius; & Saunerfonas 5 irre! br | 


. p. 41. — 


8 


and always to be underſtood, though. 


Power) — he knows to be ſo, and is rei 


rform *. YT 
bod. All Oaths are utterly ne dy: We . 


: * ourſelves to commit Sin t; or neglect ſome neceſ- 


ſary commanded Duty to God, or dur Neighbour. -'Of 
the former Kind was David's Oath to kill Vabal, 
1 Sam. Xxv. 22.; Herod's to kill John Baptiſt; and the 
Oath of certain eus to kill Paul, Acts xxiil. 12. 13. 21. 
Of the latter ſort was the Zewi/ſh Corban ; whereby ou. 


would in Rage or Anger ſwear, that their Parents 
ſhould not be profited by them, Mark vii. 11. {tis 


Corban'; Q. D. I {wear by Corban, that is, by the holy 


- Gift conſecrated to God. Thus they bound themſelves 


to neglect their Duty to their Parents, expreſsly injoined- 


in the fifth Commandment. oſephus, a J7euiſh Writer, 
relates , that Corban was uſed as a ſolemn "Oath a- 


mong the Jews. And it appears by our Saviour's 


Words, that they accounted it very ſolemn, to ſwear 


by the Gift offered to God upon the Altar, Matth. xxiii. 


18. Wheſvever fweareth by the gift" upon” the allar, is 


guilty ; [in the Margin] a debtor, or , that is, he 
was bound to keep his Oath : "WAGES." to TO by 


13 the Altar itſelf, was nothing. - 


It was the Doctrine of their Talmud, as Dr. Reynolds 
relates ], That a Man is bound to honour: his Father 
and his Mother, unleſs he vow the contrary; and then 
they held, they were not bound to do it. All ſuch 
Oaths and Vows are uttefly unlawful, being contrary 
to the Word of God; and therefore it is ſinful to 


| Keep them; nay, the Obſervation of them increaſes 
the Guilt *. And the common Saying is to be obſer- 


ved, In maſh promiſſis reſcinde fidem,” in turpi voto 


' muta decretum, quod incautè voveris ne facias ; that 
is, Break thy Faith in ſinful Promiſes, change thy 


6 „ Ni in a baſe Vow, and do not that which thou 
< haſt vowed unwarlly 3 ; after * N 


* Confeſſio fidei, cap. 22. art. 3. | 
+ Saunderſon de] jur. p. 46. Ameſ. lib 4. 
2 Joſephus; 33 
Conference with Hart, p. 261. VVV 5 
34 niet ſynt. vol. 2. p. 74. 8 7 | 
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1 Sam. Kxv. 33. Of whom. 4ugu/tine_ lays, Juravis 

David temerè, fed n non implevit majore pietate. „e Das 
e vid ſware raſhly 5 but, vi: greater lem, a not 
« fulfil his Qath.”, _ 

4. When the Matter of a promiſſory Oath. is lawful 
ar poſſible, without Prejudice to. Piety, our Duty t 
the Magiſtrate, and Gqod of our Neighbour ; then, by 
the Law of God, and of Nations, it binds and obligeth 
him that ſweareth; and is to be kept, although it be 
worn to Hereticks +, or even to our Enemies , and 
| nay be to a Man's own. private and temporal Loſs, 

Pſal. xv. 4+; nay, although it be extorted by Force or 

ear, ſaith Mr. Perkins; or he be drawn into jt by 
Fraud or Subtlety |. 

$0 Joſhua being deceived by the Gibeonites, he made 
a Covenant of Peace with them, and confirmed it by 
Oath : And even when be knew he was deceiyed,. he 
would not-touch them, in Reverence to the Oath which 
he had taken; though theſe were of the Nations whom 
they were commanded to drive out and deſtroy, 
Foſh. ix. 18. 19. 20. And the Reaſon of this Oblige. 
tion is, Becauſe ſuch an Oath is made with the Invoca- 
tion of God's moſt holy Name, which is not 0 be pro- 


5. No Diſpenſation from the Pope, or any other 
Perſon on Earth, can relax us from an Oath, or free 
us from Perjury, unleſs it be in Things wherein we are 
ſubjected to them, as our lawfyl Superiors. Nor can 
we be looſed, or Perjury eſehewed, hy any poſterior 
Tie or Oath: For thereby the former Oath is not 
made null; but the poſterior Oath is made null by the 
former. For God is Party; and no Man can reverſe 
an Obligation to him, which he or any other hath * 
2 prior Right or Tie *. But, . 


„Aug. de decollatione Joan. Baptiſtz. 

3 ſynt. loc. mo 11. p. 75. Polani Fat, p. 268, 
Perkins's Caſes, I. 2. g. 3. p. 230. | | 
Saunderſon, p. 114. | 

* Purh. in precept. 3. p. 124. Ameſius de conſc. lib, _ 


cap. r quæſt. 9. a rs p. 47. 42. 
45. 8 6 | ; 
6. The 


* 


jap. nn Q of 
6. The ee ane Divine a eg 


XX that a, promiſſory. Oath doth not oblige him 


that ſwears. to the Performance of it, in the following 
2 Aſs ate rags apy web benden al; 
DD awyful in 11 being contrary to t Word of 

as hach been aid ; Or, 2. When it is unlawful 
_— that ſweareth, -and doth not —— his 
Office or Station; as if a Man ſhould ſwear to exe - 
cute the Office of a Miniſter or Magiſtrate, when he 


2 not a Call to either. 3. When the Thing promi- 


is ſimply 8 though it was at firſt poſſible, 


but after wards became impoſſiple . 4. When it is not 


in the Power of him or her that promiſeth; as when 
Wives or Children, Subjects or Servants, ſwear in 
Things wherein they are Subjects, and not Maſters 
themſelves. When ſuch an Oath is contradicted by 


Superiors, having Power in that very particular, then 


it becomes null; as is clear from the thirtieth Chapter 


of the Book of Numbers: - They are only bound to en - 


deavour it, with their Superiors Approbation and Per- 
miſſion. 5. When it hath a Tendency to a bad End; as 
if one ſhould ſwear to meet with another at ſuch a Time 
and Place, wich a Deſign to perpetrate ſome wicked and 


finſul Thing. And, 6. It —5 not oblige, when it 
may hinder a greater Good = though ſome think t, that 


even then, if it be lawfully made, it ought to be ob» 


ſerved; unleſa that Good be ſuch as infers a general 
N Obligation, and be generally underſtood as an Ex- 


_« ception in ſuch a Promiſe.” 7. An Error about 
the Subſtanee or proper Cauſe of the Matter to which 
the Oath hath reſpect, looſeth the Obligation of it: 
Which is the Caſe of him who contracts Marriage 


with one een Penalty: thinking her ae an- 


other . 

. berge are ſeveral other Caſes wherein it is 8 
a Perſon is looſed from the Obligation of an Oath, 
though lawful in itſelf : As, I, When the Ons r 


* Durh, p. 155 Saund. p. 46. - 
+ Durh. p ES 
Ame, e 4 cap. 22. 4. 9. art. 5. 

Ameſ. Saunde ” p. 109. 


wh, 
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rially altereth from what it was when ls ta- 
ken; as when a Perſon ſwears to obey ſuch a Prince or 
Ruler, who afterwards ceaſeth to be ſuch, and turns * 

private Perfon : For then aufertur ratio formalis ju- 

ramenti ; * The Relation on which the Duty and Oath” 
& is founded, ceaſeth :* Ergo ceſſat juramentum ra- 
tione events The Oath becomes null and void v. 


238, When the Perſon ſworn unto relaxeth the Swearer. 


But, in Vows'tgGog, no Man can diſpenſe. 3. When, by 
ſome after and unforeſeen Emergent, the Perſon is diſ- 
abled from performing his'Oath +; as if a Man ſhould 
wear to another to pay him ſuch a Sum of Money on 
a certain Day, and, before the Time, Robbers come 
and take away his Goods, and ſo render him unable to 
make Payment, In theſe Caſes, a Perſon i is WI from 
the Obligation of a promiſſory Oath. 

7. In the repreſentative Oath; which is 2 more pu- 
blick and ſolemn Kind of promiſſory Oath, wherein 
(as was ſaid) Perſons, one or more, promiſe and ſwear 
not only for themſelves, but alſo as they are Repreſen- 
tatives of others. And here it is obſervable, that the 
Children or Perſons repreſented therein, are-bound to 
keep that in forma ſpecifics, i. e. in kind, which their 
Fathers or Repreſentatives did ſwear . The baptiſmal 
Engagements taken on by Parents in the Name of their 
Children, oblige the Children to the Performance · of 
theſe Duties; eſpecially (ſay ſome) when the Parents 
laid the Obligations on the Children when they came 
to Age. But certain it is, that Children are obliged 
to perform their baptiſmal Engagements, whether 
their Parents did mind them of their Duty or not: For 
as, when we hear the Children of others baptized, we 
have Occaſion ta hear the ſame Duties which our Pa- 
rents took on for us at our Baptiſm, and therefore 
know them; ſo-it were unjuſt, nay impious, to ſay, 
that we are not abliged to en theſe Duties 5 ; "MR 


# Turret. ſyn. vol. 2. 1 It. q 11. p. 
- -+ Durham, p. 126. 1 "I < *. | 


| # Weemy on the Moral Law, vol. 2. p. 155: 
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cauſe our Fathers, dying when we were Infants, had not 


the Opportunity to lay them upon us. | 
. pe! 5 League. or — — entered into by the 
Repreſentatives of a Nation, obligeth the whole Body 
of that Nation, and all their Poſterty, if there be no 
Time limited, and the Matter be of perpetual Con- 
Re . 
were obliged to bring up Jeſeph's Bones out „ AS 
their Fathers had ſworn many Tears before, Fs 25. 
,, . 6 
Sao the League betwixt Joſhua and the Gibeonites was 
repreſentative : For all the People of ae did not 
ſwear it; but only the Elders or Princes of the Con- 
gregation,  Zoſh. ix. 15. 18. And yet, as I compute, 
four hundred and thirty Years after, God remarkably 
_ puniſhed the People of Mael, and Saul's Poſterity, for. 
the Breach of that Oath or League; though not they, 
but their Forefathers, as their Repreſentatives, bad 
worn that Oath. This will be evident to any who 
reads and conſiders 2 Sam. xxi. 1. — 10. Then there 
was. a famine in the days of David, three years, year 
after year ; and David inquired of the Lord. And the 
Lord anſwered, It is for Saul, and for his bloody houſe, - 
| becauſe he flew the Gibeonites, &c. Whence it is plain, 
that the Oath: taken by the Princes of Mae to the 
Gibeonites, did oblige the Body of that Nation and their 
Poſtegity to keep that Laos and that the Lord's An- 
was not turned away from them, till ſeven of Saus 
Sons or Poſterity were delivered to the Gibeonites, and 

hanged up by them in the Hill, before the Lord, y 9. 
None but God himſelf can relax from an Oath made 
to him. And he hath no where in Scripture ſaid, that 
he will diſpenſe with the Sin of Covenant-breaking; but, 
on the contrary, that he will ſeverely puniſh · it: As 
Levit. xxvi. 15.— 44. But this Quotation being long, 
I ſhall nor tranſcribe it, but refer the Reader to his Bible, 
Again, this is clear from Deut. xxxi. 16. 17. And the 
Lord faid unto Moſes, Behold thou ſpalt ſleep with thy 
fathers, and this people vill forſake me, and break 
my covenant which-1 have made with them, Then my 
anger ſhall be-kindled againſt them in that day, and 5 

; - | W 


i 


* 
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will for ſake t. | y Jace 
and they ſhall be devouret,” and many evils and troubles 
ball befal them ;" fs that they will ey in that day, Are 
not theſe evils come upon us, becauſe our God is not a- 


mong ſt us ? Nay, if God's own Children break Co- 


venant with him, (as alas! the beſt do daily), though 
| he will nat take his -loving-kindneſs iitterly from" them, 
nor ſuffer his faithfulneſs to fail; yet he will viſit their 
tranſprefſions with the rod, and their iniquity with 
, TORT . 
Another Inſtance of God's Diſpleaſure againſt Cove- 
nant- breaking and Perjury, is that of Nebuchadnezzar 
and Zedekiah. Nebuchadnezzar King of Babylon had 
made Zedekiah King of Judah and Jeruſalem, in the 


room of his Brother Jehoiachin, whom he had carried 


to Babylon, and made a Covenant with him, and took 


an Oath of him, That the kingdom might be baſe, and 
not lift up itſelf, (viz. againſt him the King of Babylon); 
but that by keeping his Covenant it might ſtand, Exek. xvii. 


14. But yet Zedekiah rebelled againſt him in ſending 
. ambaſſadors into Egypt, that they might give him horſes 

and much people Wherefore' the Lord ſays, Shall he 
proſper ? ſhall he eſeape that doth ſuch things ? or ſhall 
he break the cavenant, and be delivered? and, y 16. As 
T live, faith the Lord God, ſurely in the place where 
the king dwelleth that made him king, whoſe oath he de. 
ſpiſed, and whoſe covenant he brake, even with h, in 


the mid]? of Babylon ſhall he ie. Now, why was the 
0 | 


Lord fo much diſpteaſed with Zedekiah for breaking 


Covenant with Nebuchadnezzar a Heathen ? Ans. Be- 


cauſe the Breach of that Covenant was a Treſpaſs a- 


gainſt the Lord: For though it is called the King of 


Babylon's Oath and Covenant, y'16. becauſe it was 


made to him, and for his Behoof; yet it was the Lord's 


Oath and Covenant. For it is expreſsly ſaid, 2 Chron. 


XXVIi. 13. that he made Zedekiah ſwear by God. 


And the Lord calls it his Oath and Covenant, Ezehk. xvii. 
19. Therefore thus ſaith the Lord God, As I live, ſurely 


mine oath that he hath deſpiſed, and my covenant that 


he hath braten, even it will'I recompenſe upon his own 
head; and y 20. J will ſpread my net upon him, aud 
„ | wing, | be 


them,” and I will bide my face” from them, 


Cap, * an 


| Hall be talen in my ſnare, 2 70 
'Y 4 lon,” and will plead with him there” for iti ti 


2 an denen Ou. 


op 
| ſwearing to the Performance of ſomething for the 


bim to 
that he hath treſpaſſed againſt me. So that the Breach 


. of an Oath or read ſworn by the ſacred Name of 
| God, is Perjury; yea a Sin which the Lord will not 


nſe with, but will puniſh with ſevere Judgments; ” 
Let us therefore fincerely endeavour to obſerve and 


1 keep Covenatit-tranſations with God; and let us hum - 


ble ourſelves before him, for the Sin of Covenant-break- 


| ing; and let us return to him by ſincere and unfeign- | 


ed Repentance, as che beſt Way to get Judgments avert- 


ed, and the Lord to return to us by h his Grace 2 55 Mer- 


* eee | n 


* 
5 . * 
7 * 


e 5 


N anden Oath is that ad a Peron upon 
Oath aſſerts and affirms a Thing to be true 
alle. As à promiſſory Oath engages the Perſon 


Time to come; ſo, in an aſſertory Oath, the Truth of 
ſomething paſt or preſent is confirmed and declared v. 


Of this Kind are all Oaths of Purgation, and Oaths 


taken by Witneſſes for proving of ſome Point alledged 


or fibelled before any lawful. Judicature; With reſpec 


to this Head, theſe Things are further obſervable, © 
t. That in Matter of Scandal, contrary Oaths, or 
Oaths of both Parties, are not to be taken t; becauſe 
hereby one of the Parties would certainly be perjured, 


5 if one confeſs and the other deny the alledged Guilt, 


2. An Oath of Purgation is not allowed to be taken 


in any Caſe but this, hen the Preſumptions are ſo pre - 


gnant and ſtrong, that they create ſuch Jealouſy in that 
Congregation and Seſſion, that nothing will remove the 
Suſpicion, but the Man's Oath of Purgation; and when 
this Oath will indeed mes 1 e and _— 


1 


* Polani ſyntag. lib 9. 2 
F* AR of TR bg. cap | . 


14 O an aſſertory Oath: n „ 
cion. In all other Caſes this Oath is in vuin; and ſo 
ſhould not be admitted, and never but by Advice of 
the Preſbytery*. And theſe are ordinarily reckoned 
pregnant Preſum ptions of a Man's. Guilt with a Wo- 
man, for which he may be obliged to purge himſelf by 
Oath, viz. ſuſpicious frequenting her Company, or be- 
ing ſolus cum ſola in loco ſiſpecto ( with her alone in 
C a ſuſpected Place,” or in ſuſpected Poſtures, and ok 
1 Ban which he cannot ſufficiently diſprove. 
If the Perſon under Scandal be of fo bad a Chara- 
„that, inſtead of clearing his pretended In nocence, 
an Oath may give Ground for a Scandal of Perjury; 
or if the Preſumptions be ſo ſtrong, that there appears 
no other Way of removing the Scandal but his Appear- 
ance to be publickly rebuked therefor ; and if he refuſe 
to ſubmit himſelf to be rebuked, it is ſafeſt not to take 
his Oath, but to drop the Proceſs, leaving him under 
the Scandal. In this Caſe, a true Narrative of the 
whole Proceſs ſhould- be laid before the Congre 
tion, and Intimation given, that there can be — i 
ther Procedure in the Matter, till God in his Provi- 
dence give further Light f. 
4. But if the Pers on accuſed 4 * his Oath . 
Purgation, and crave the Privilege thereof, the Preſby- 
tery may allow the ſame, if they think it expedient . 
And if a Perſon voluntarily offer his Oath of Purgati- 
on, and afterwards retract, and refuſe to give it, it is 
ordinarily reckoned a Preſumption of his Guilt, and 
the Perſon preſſed to purge himſelf, when other con- 
curring Circumſtances give Ground to ſuſpect him guilty... 
F. No Man is obliged to ſwear /uper a other e. 
ſwear to anſwer every Queſtion that may be put to him, 
when the Fault is ee hid; becauſe God alone E 
is Judge of Things that are ſecret. Nor ſhould an 
Oath be impoſed, whereby a Perſon may be forced to 
accuſe himſelf of a Crime; it being contrary to Nature 
for one to bring Puniſhment on himſelf: And by this. 


The larger Overtures, cap. 2. F7. par. 7. now approven, 
in Act 11. Afl. 1707, cap. 4. $6. &c. 
+ See the foreſaid Act of Aſſembly.  — 
7 e Pardivan's — p. 27 „ 
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one be obliged to take an Oath, which may bring Pre- 


Judice to the true Religion, or Hurt to his Neighbour. 


For Example: If a Magiſtrate that is an Enemy to the 


true Religion, ſhould/ impoſe an Oath on a Profeſſor 


thereof, requiring him to tell the Truth as to every 


Thing he ſhould aſk him; and accordingly ſhould in- 


quire, Who are of the ſame Religion or Profeſſion with 
Himſelf ? where they are? or when, or where they are 


+ to have Meetings for Preaching? which was the ordi- 


nary Method of the bloody Perſecutors their Proceed- 
ings againſt the People of God, under the late Govern- 
1 of King Charles II. and King James VII.; he 
is not obliged, nor can he with a good Conſcience an- 
wer to theſe Things ; becauſe he: ſhould fin, 1. A- 
gainſt the Glo _ of f God, bringing Prejudice to the true 

e private Exerciſe: ſhould be hereby im- 
peded. — inſt his Neighbours; betraying his Bre- 


. thren, and caſting them into great Dangers and Diffi - 
culties, whoſe Safety he ſhould endeavour with the 


Hazard of his:-own' Life+. 
6. The right Manner of Fearing a an Oath: is laid 


don by the Prophet, Fer. iv. 2. Thou ſhalt Fwear, 


The Lord liveth, in truth, judgment, and in righteouf- 
neſs. As every lawful Oach muſt be by the true God 
only, who is the Object of all divine Worſhip,” the 
Searcher of Hearts, and can bear Witneſs to the Truth, 
and not by any Creature, as hath been ſaid already; 

ſo it muſt have theſe three Qualifications : It muſt be 
ſworn in Truth, in Judgment, and i in aan 


Of all which in order. 


I. It muſt be in Truth; which implies, 1. Single- 
neſs in the End and Deſign of it; that it be not done to 
deceive any, but to expreſs the Truth truly and faith - 


fully, for the Glory of God, our own neceſſary Vindi- 


cation, or our Neighbour's Good I. 2. Sincerity. It 
muſt be done in a true, e n e rhe 4 


9 Ameſine de conſcientia, lib. 4. De juramento, q- 14. 
ie yntag, p. N | 
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Perſon muſt ſwear an\botbinkets/ in his Heart, ſo as 
there may be an exact Cöõrreſpondence betwixt the 


Thoughts of his Heart and the Words of his Mouth. 
We muſt not ſwear falſely and fraudulently, like 
theſe, . xlviii. 1. who fear by the nume of the Land 
and mate mention of the God of Iſrael, but not in truth, 
nor in righteouſueſt.”” 3. That when we are called to 
give an Oath, we ſhould ſwear nothing but the 
XNOVN Taurn; not abuſing: God's holy Name to 
atteſt an Untruth, or that which we know not certain- 
1 to be true. 4. That we muſt declare the whole 
Truth, in fo far as we know, remember, and ſhall be 
inquired at us; without concealing, or endeavouring 
to couch, obſcure, or hide any of it. Qui veritatem 
occultat, | &- qui: prodit mendacium,  uterque reus oft, 
(ſaith Auguſtine) : Ille, quia prodefſe non vult; iſte, quia 
nocere deſiderat: He that hideththe! Truth, and he 
that utters à Lie, both the one and the other is guil- 
ce ty: The one, becauſe he will not profit; the other, 
, becauſe he deſires to hurt *. Herein we muſt nat 
reſpect the Perſons *; bs 5 * ths God: of Truth i 
our Witiieſs, - 12 1115 
II. An Oath awtibeda pr 3 hich, iucindes 
theſe Things in it. 1. That the Perſon who gives an 
Oath, muſt have Knowledge to under ſtand the Nature 
of an Oath; the Thing he is to ſwear, him he ſwears 
by, and the Danger of Perjury, c. Hence ignorant 
Perſons are not to be allowed to depone, eſpecially in 
Matters that are any ways intricate. 2. That a Man 
muſt ſpeak and ſwear as he thinketh, (as was ſaid), ar 
is in his Conſcience perſuaded of the Things he A. 
This is called Veritas ethica, Moral Verity. Though, 
by reaſon of Man's Frailty, Logical Verity (which is, 
the Truth of the Thing) may ſometimes be wanting, 
becauſe we know not Things as they are; yet Moral 
Truth (the Truth of the Mind) muſt neceſſarily be in 
an Oath, leſt we fall into Perjury f. 3. Swearing in 
J adgment | im plies : that a Perſon my not ee raſhly 


» Aug. 5 agone Cheiſtian, 5 7 
7 Perkins's Caſes * Üb. 2. cap. 13. 54 2. 


NE. 91 and 


-* 


4 3 * 
* q 
y Ag, 
A 5 1 a>; Toh 
4 ih, 


error; as ift 


N a 


3 1 3 2 5 
. 2 4 10 SL 


and unadviſedly, but warily and with "Deliberation 3 
conſiderately weighing Matters, that the Name of God 
be not profaned, or made to common, by raſſi or 
light Uſage of it. Be not ruſb with thy mouth, (ſays the 


wiſe Man), and let not thy heart” be haſty to utter any 
thing before God. Suffer not thy mouth to cauſe thy fleſh 
fo fin, 3 thou before the angel, that it was an 
as at would be an Excuſe, if thou haſt not 

taken care before hand to prevent it, Feccleſt v. 2. 6. 
This Judgment; (faith Mr. Perkins), * requireth Diſ- 

« cretion and Conſideration principally of five Things. 

4 1. Of the Thing in queſtion which is to be confirm- 
« ed, with all its Circumſtances. 2. Of the Nature f 
ce an Oath that is taken. 3. Of the Mind and true 


_ «© Meaning of him that ſweareth. 4. Of the particu- 


<«- lar Circumſtances of Time, Place and Perſons, when, 
c where, and before whom he ſweareth. 5. Of the 
Event and Iſſue of the Oath. All "theſe are duly to 
be regarded, that we ſwear not raſhly or unadvi- 


' 65 ſedly. 


Ul. An Oath muſt de Frorn in Righteouſneſs, or 
juſtly and righteouſly ; as P/al. Ixxli. 2. This'implies, 


I. That it muſt be in Things lawful, and poſſible in their 
_ own Nature, and to us at the Time of our ſwear- 


ing; with 'a Condition exprefled, as far as may be, 
of their being ſo at the Time for Performance, without 
any wilful Default. of ours rendering them 'otherwilſe. 


2. That Witneſſes muſt” be free of partial Counſel. 


They muſt not be biaſſed, or ſide with either Party; 


but like an even Balance, neither inclining to the one 
nor the other. 3. That the Point to be confirmed muſt 


be lawful, i. e. ſuch as may ſtand with Piety and Cha- 
rity, and is no ways contrary to any Precept in Scri- 
pture. In a promiſſory Oath, we ſhould bind ourſelves 
to nothing but what is equal and juſt; for an Oath 
muſt be vinculum equitatis, non vinculum iniquitatis ; 


A Bond of Equity, not a Bond of Iniquity.” Prideaux - 


(out of Lombardus and Aquinas, two of the Schoolmen) 


ſaith, Thar Judgment, Truth and Righteouſneſs, ſhould 


be the Concomitants both of a promiſſory and aſſertory 
-Oath : Fudicium, ne incautum'; veritas, ne mendax; : 
ds: G ox 


d . q * 
n 8 „ 2 
” 7. to 7 1 
= St * . 
* 


ex * juſtitia; ne iniguu 
mentum * :. © Judgment 
and unatriſed; dome bh leſt 
ee ouſueſs, leſt it be iniquous and lawful,” = 
the Occaſions of taking an Oath muſt alſo be AS, 
(1.) When it may further God's Glory and Worſhip, 
- brotherly Love, or the Preſervation of © our Neighbour's 
Life, Goods, or good Name. (2.) When it may tend 
to the Confirmation of ſome League, Covenant, or Con- 
tract made between Parties, upon good Grounds, and 
for good and neceſſary Purpoſes, (3.) When it ſerveth 
_ to relieve a Man's on private Necelſlity 3; as when one 
Fwears an Oath, to maintain his own. good Name, 
Goods or Liſe, or to confirm his own-Faith and Truth 
in Contracts. (4.) When the Magiſtrate doth exact it, 
by Order of pr Theſe are juſt Occaſions of an 
Oath, providing always that it be not againſt Piety and 
Charity f. Again, 5. Swearing in Righteouſneſs im · 
plies, that, in promiſſory Oaths, we muſt ſwear with a 
full Purpoſe to perform what we do by Oath oblige our» 
ſelves unto, and be careful accordingly to make the 
fame good, Pſal. xv, 4. and Matib. v. 33. Thou ſhalt 

perform unto the Lord thine Oaths. Thus a _ 
. in Truth, Judgment, and Righteouſneſs. 

Some think, that when Zuſtice and Ju. 
Joined. together i in Scripture, then Juſtice is c 
' underſtood of civil Affairs, and Judgment of ae 
Eſal. Ixxxik. 14. and 2 Sam. viii. 15. | So that to ſwear 
in Truth, Juſtice, and Judgment, 25 to teſtify the 
Truth, both in civil and criminal Cauſes t. 

7. When we give an Oath, we ſhould 1251 believe 
that we are in a ſpeuial Manner! in God's $i | 
he perfectly knows what we MP to 1 Ons will Ne 
tainly puniſh us, if we ſwear wr Our Hearts ſhould 
be filled v with the awful App of an. omnipre- 
ſent God, This would help Men to go about it with 
boly Fear and Reverence, Whereas + Want of this 


I Joan, Prideaux, de religione juramenti, 9,1% 
I Perkins's Caſes of Conſcience, lib. 2. cap. 13. 52. g. 2. 
#: Weems's 9 of the Mord Law, p. 154+ 


Belief, - 


Was Eye or Ear Wi 


n eee, 


Belief, neee In a Word, we 


; ſhould be as devout in our Oaths, as in our Prayers. 


38. A Witneſs muſt depone nothing but what is con- 
ſiſtent with his — mowers and whereof he 


heard; and not fock Thingsas he bad only upon Hears 
ſay, and whereof he aun give no other cafe ſcientic, - 
or Ground'of Knowle 

And let it be obſerved; that Oaths in Cuſtomhouſes, 
whereof ome are aſſertory and ſome promiſſary, are 
as facred and binding as any other Oaths; and the Man 
who fwears any ſuch Oath falſely, is guilty of Perjury, 
and liable to eternal Damnation, as much as he who 
forſwears himſelf in n en, 


AE W. 
eee eben and in what Caſes, a Fr 
ee guilty of the Sin of Perjury. 


True duly confdered, what hath been faid, of the 
Nature and Qualifications of a lawful Oath, » We may 
diſcern when an Oath is unlawful, and what is 

— E rogers Py ot. But, n 


of it, conſider | 
hat the Greet Word emp. ** js or e 
4 Matth. v. 33. ſignifies to do ſomet hi Tcl 


and ta tranſareſi 75 from fu a 
5 5 vialate or break an Qath *, So that P 


each of a ſalemn Qath.. 1 Gro 
be a Lie affirmed judicially vpon | 
2. 4 Peron may be gully of the the fin of Peary ſe 
veral Ways : As, 1 n upon Oath he aſſerteth that 


to be true, which he thinks or knows to be falſe; or 
that to be falſe, which he thinks or knows to be tue; 


or doubteth of it, or is miſtaken in it, through his own 
Negligence, not being certain that it is as he faith f. 


* Leigh's Critica ſacra. | 
4 Das on a the 54 Commandment p-121, 


Though 


ine Keener fewer 


20 How one may be guilty of Perjury. Chap. IV. 
Though the Matter be true, yet if he that ſweareth 


thinketh it to be falſe, or knows it not certainly to be 


true, Perjury is committed in the Court of Conſcience. 
He that ſweareth by the Name of God falſely or dubi- 
ouſly, forſweareth *.- 2. When he ſwears to do ſome- 
thing which he minds not, intends not to perform, 
he is no doubt perjured; becauſe there is not a corre-. 
ſpondent Verity betwixt his Oath and his Purpoſe. 
3. When he promiſeth ſomething upon Oath, in the 
mean time intending to do it, and yet afterwards doth 
not perform hat he hath: ſworn; when the Thing is 
lawful, and in his own Power, and there is no juſt 
Ground to fail; as when Perſons called to publick 
Offices have Oaths of Fidelity tendered to them, to tie 
them more ſtrictly to the faithful Diſcharge of their 
Duty, and yet make but little Conſcience to keep theſe 
Oaths : This is Perjury, becauſe there is no Truth in ful - 
filling the Thing ſworn, according to the Oath. This 
is contrary to Matth. v. 33. Thou ſhalt not forfivear thy- 
ſelf, but ſhalt perform unto the Lord thine caths. Hence 
Beza ſaith, —Quod ex animi tui ſententia jurdris, id non 
Facere, perjurium eſt t; that js, © It is Perjury not to 
4 do what thou haſt ſworn to do, according to thy 
« Mind.” 4. He is guilty of Perjury who ſwears do- 
lofis aut fraudulentis verbis: in deceitful or fraudulent 
«© Words; taking them, by a mental Reſervation, as 
he underſtands them in his own Mind, and not as they 
are judged by thoſe who ſtand by and hear them . For 
as this fruſtrates the End of an Oath, fo, as hath been 
ſewn already, an Oath is to be taken in the plain and 
fimple Senſe of the Words, and according to the Mind 
of the Impoſer **, 5. When a Perſon * Allegi- 
ance to his Sovereign, and afterwards takes Arms, and 
rebels againſt him, or influenceth others to do ſo, he 
is evidently perjured. All theſe are direct Perjuries. 


Wilſon's Dictionary, on the Word Per jur. 
F Perkins's Caſes of Conſcience, Durham, Wolebius; Petter 
on Mark, p. 1432. Polani ſynt. p. 630. F 
Beza on Matth. v. 33. 
Pet. Martyris loci com. p. 168. 
perkins's Caſes of Conſcience, p. 226. 


* * 


But, 


2 e more 3 ed a Man may be guilty 
of Perjury in theſe Caſes. 1. When the Thing fworn 
implies 2 Contradiction, and be knows it to be ſimply 
impoſſible. 2. When he ſweareth to do an unlawful 
and 7 Thing; as when forty Jeus bound them» 
| ſelves with an Oath to kill Paul, Act xxiii. 12. 13.3 e. 


— if that Oath be contrary to ſome Duty he is 


ly obliged to by Oath : For as the former is not 


to ſwear in Judgment, ſo this is not to ſwear in Righte» 
duſneſs. Beſides that it draweth on a Neceſſity, either 


of breaking that Oath, and ſo of being perjured; or of 


going on to. fulfil it, and ſo of being doubly perjured. 
For, 3. Men are alſo perjured, when they fulfil a wie- 
ked Oath ; as Herod did, in that 6th of Mark," in be- 
heading John the Baptiſt, for his -Oath's ſake. For 
though he pretended thereby to keep his Oath, yet 
this overturneth the very Scope and Nature of an 


Oath in general, and is a plain Contradiction to it; 


and makes an Oath, which ſhould be a Bond of Equity, 

a Bond of Iniquity. Therefore David did better, in riot 
executing his raſh Oath to kill Nabal; and thoſe of his 
Houſe, 1 Sam. xxv. 22. 32. 

Durham hath ſhewn at conſiderable Length“. 4. He 


who knowingly induceth n. to any; is ON 


guilty of een ho 


3 c H AP. v. 
of the Heinoujueſs and Danger of the Sin nof bau 


I of the Danger and dreadful Evil of this Sin of Per 
ry, 


as Diſſuaſives from it. And the Evil of it will 


appear from Scripture, Reaſon, the Laws of ſeveral 


Nations, and the dreadful Judgments of God threaten- 
ed againſt. it, and inflicted on ſuch as have been guilty 


of i it, both i in former and latter Times. : 


. Durham, ubi . p. 122. | | 
Ty WIRES WIS of Swearing, chap. 2. tk 
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_ +. x. The Evil of Perjury appears from 


22 


this Sin is expreſsly forbidden. Levit. xix. 12. Aud ye 
ſhall not fwear by my name falſely, neither ſhalt thou 
profane the name f thy God: I am the Lord. Deut. v. 
11. Thou ſhalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in 


_ vain, Matth. v. 33. Thou ſhalt not forfwear thyſelf, 
but. ſhalt perform thine oaths unto the Lord. It is the 


Lord's oath, whoever be the Parties, 2 Sam. xxl. 7. be- 
cauſe his holy Name is called upon in it. 


2. It appears, in the next place, from Reaſon, that 


Perjury is a dreadful Evil. And, 1. Becauſe it is a Sin 


moſt odious and hateful to God, Zecb. viii. 17. Let none 


of you imagine evil againſt his neighbour, and love no 
falſe oath : for all theſe are things that I hate, ſaith the 
Lord. Yea he threatens: to be a fwift witneſs againſt 
falſe fvearers, Mal. iii. 5. As he is privy to their Sin, 
ſo he will puniſh them fuddenly for it. 2. Becauſe it is 


attended with many grievous Aggravations, and in- 


cludes many Sins in it, it muſt needs be exceeding ſin · 
ful. Therein are many grievous Sins united: As, 1/7, 
The Sin of Lying. 24/y, The Defence and Mainte- - 
nance of a Lie. 3aly, A high Profanation of God's moſt 
holy Name, and taking it in vain, by calling him to be 
a Witneſs and Approver of Lying and Falſhood, Levie. 

Xix. 12. It is a diſnonouring of God. What is left unto 

the Lord, when he is ſpoiled of his Truth? He ſhall 
then ceaſe to be God, (faith Mr. Calvin.) But he is 
ſpoiled of his Truth, when he is made an Affirmer and 


3 2 of Falſhood. Wherefore, when 7o/bua mind- 


to drive Achan'to confels the Truth, he ſaid, My ſen, 


_ give glory to the God of Iſrael ; — thereby, that 


the Lord is grievouſly diſhonoured, if a Man ſwear 


falſely by him. And no wonder it is ſo; for we do as 


much as in us lieth, in a manner to ſtain his Name with 
a Lie*. When a Man promiſeth any thing by 9 
he layeth both God's Truth and Juſtice to pledge; an 
God, as it were, layeth his Credit in Pledge for him. 


David deſireth the Lord to be Surety for him, Pal. 
cxix. 122. Be ſurety for thy ſervant for good. In a 


e 
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Chap. V. Of the Danger of Petjury. 
promiſſory Oath, the Lord is Surety. for a-Man, and 
giveth his his Word for him. Now, if he breaketh his 
th, than. D 5 the Lord, and 2 his 
Name to be ev ken of * n, 
includes E or N 's ie 7 — cy 
on God, 25 a juſt Judge, to take Vengeance on him, 1 
he ſwear falſe y- 80 that a perjured Perſon is ſelf con- 
demned. pa 5 5thly, It is a Sin againſt the cleareſt 
Light. A Man therein acts againſt the Light of his 


0 own Conſcience. All which ſhew, that Perjury is a 
Sin accompanied with dreadful Aggravations, and will, 


no doubt, be followed with as fearful er pc : 
Again, That Perjury is a dreadful Evil, appears, 
Becauſe Perjury is an acting of the Devil's 1 . 
v. 3. Why hath Satan filled thine heart, to lie to the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt ? He labours to deceive the Holy Ghoſt, as the 
Words may be read. Hence it appears to be true, 


that (as one ſays). the Purjurer is in as bad a Cafe as a 


Witch; he acts the Devil's Part, and, by a falſe Oath, 


binds his Soul. faſt to the Devil f. I will not fay wil- 
ful Perjury is an unpardonable Sin, but it is next to itz _ 


and of all Sins that can be repented of, and pardoned, 
inappears 70 me the greateſt, he mo provoking to 


» moſt ruining to the Soul, and moſt deſtructive to 


Society, 

And that Perjury is a dreadful Evil; appears, 4. Be- 
cauſe Perjury, or taking a falſe Oath. in a Court, hath a 
direct Tendency to ruin all human Societies. As Oaths 
_ « (Gaith Mr. Foſter) have, in almoſt all Communities, the 
© laſt Determination in Points of ſocial Juſtice, whether 
c reſpecting Life or Pro rty, and are the principal Fen- 
b& ces 57 eee itſelf, it is plain, that Perjury ma- 
6 nifeſtly tends to overthrow all ht, and to the Con- 
6e fuſion and total Diſſolution of all civil Societies. So 


* that there is yo poſſible Villany, but what we may ſuß | 


< poſe the perjured Perſon to be capable of committing 
E without Remorſe 1. as F or benden, that, by this Sin, the 


= Weems's Expoſition of the Moral Law, lb. | p. 152. 

+ Watſon's Body of Divinity, p. 299. | 
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24 _ Of thi Danger of Perjury. Chap. V. 


| Name of God i is 
jurer is, 1. A Thief: For, by his falſe Oath, he robs. 


ofaned, as hath been ſaid ; the Per- 


the Innocent of his Right: Nay, he is oftimes a Mur - 
derer, not only when he de fr falſely againſt a Per- 

ikewiſe when, by his falſe 
Oath, the Poor is deprived of the Means of Life. 2. 
He is a Perverter of Juſtice. He doth not only fin him- 


ſelf, but occaſions the Jury to give a falſe Verdict, and 


the Judge to paſs an unrighteons Sentence. From all 
Which it is evident, that Perjury is a dreadful Evil; 
hateful to God, and prejudicial to Man. 

3. And as it is hateful to God, ſo it hath fill ent 
odious and deteſtable to Men of any Principle and Con- 


ſeience in all Ages. Or, as the Author laſt mentioned 


expreſſeth it, © Perjury is a Crime fo repugnant to all 

the Ideas that Mankind have ever formed of God, 
4 and fo utterly ſubverſive of publick Order, that it 
& hath been held in the utmoſt Abhorrence, and brand- - 
. ed with ſignal Infamy, in every Age and Nation.“ 

The Elders of the Fews (as Jaſephus relates) ſo ab- 
horred the very Mention and Imputation of Perjury, 
that none of them would come over his Oath, and give 
his Daughter to be Wife to any of the Benjamites ; : 
though that Oath was raſhly and ſinfully made, and 
that Tribe like to periſh for want of Wives *; as is 


more fully to be ſeen in the ſhore Hiſtory, Judges 21ſt 


Chapter throughout. 
The very Heathens, by che Light of Nature, aid 


_ condemn and abhor it. Hence Homer - oftentimes 


blames, and mocks at the Trojans for a Perjuries. 


| 4 the Poet 7 ibullus faith +, 


Ai miſer eſt fi quis primd. perjuria 9 
Sens: tamen tacitis pena venit pedibus. 


Which may be Engliſbed thus. 
Ah wretched Man ! though he at firſt. 
His Perjuries conceal ; 
Yet Puniſhment, or ſoon or late, e 
Mill foftly on him ſteal, © F 
fjoſephi antiq. Judzorum, lib. 5. cap. 2. m 112. 
a ; Wolchi —_— theologiz, 7 = * by 5 


The 


Sin of Perjury. e 
And it hath been 8 puniſhed het the * of 


Heathen, as well as Chriſtian Nations. The Roman 


Cenſors noted ſome with Infamy for it. 2 
The Scythians made a Law, That if a Ilan did for- 
ſwear himſelf, he was to have his Head ſtruck off :- Be- 


cauſe, if Perjury were allowed, there would be no li- 
ving in a Commonwealth; it would take away all Faith. 
and Truth amongſt Men . And the Eg yptians alſo: 


made it a capital Crime, | puniſhable by Death 2. 


By the Civil Law, Perjury was puniſhed with Baniſh- 


ment {| and Fuſtigatio; that is, ſcourging, or rather 
cudgelling, beating with Clubs. 


ED. ns Perjury, being ſuch. a heinous C Crime, be 


only. declaratorily by our Law, as the learned 
E George Mackenzie obſerves; yet it hath been re- 
markably puniſhed, not only by Baniſnment, as in the 
Caſe of Galbraith, who came in Will far Perjury, 23d 
July 1625; but alſo capitally, as he relates of Grabam 
of Langboddum, Turnbull of Belſhes, and Dempſter of 


Muireſk; who were put to Death, for deponing, or ſe - 


ducing others to depone, falſely. If any happen to 


die by the falſe Oath of a Witneſs, then eſpecially the 
Perjury is puniſhable by Death *; For then it is a 


greater Sin than Murder itſelf f.,. 
By the:19th Act, Parl. 5. of Q. Mary, Petiury 5 pu- 
niſhable with Confiſcation of all their moveable Goods, 


warding of their Perſons for Year and Day, or longer, | 


during the Queen's Will: And the Perſons guilty,” as 


infamous, are declared unable to bruik Office, Ho- | 


deus, Dignity, 0 or ee in Hoe Kea x AG 1. 


* Tie. Livii wy PR prima; li. z. * 20 231. 4 
1 Watſon's Body of Divinity, p. 299. se, No P15, 
Clerk, ex Plutarcho. 


Sir George Mackenzie, ex tit. ult. f. eee 


natus. | Sith 
** 1dem, De crimine, p. 152. 3 
MH. Weems on he Moral — lib. 2, p. e wth, 
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The ancient . art as Livins aue did greatly. 
reverence an Oath *; and We abhorred the f 
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r Chap. V. 
Act 47. l. ah K. Jumes f. eee 
as Witneſſes, neither in fudicio, nor extra gudicium.. - 
By Cap. 46. Parl. 6. Queen Mary, falſe Witneſſes, 
and their Inducers, are to be puniſhed by pak _ 
Tongues, | Eſcheat of Moweables, Pp, Infamy ; 


further at the Judge's 7-4 Bi 
By the 2 ch of the called; 00 oll, 1 2 


Biſhop, Preſbytet, or Deacon, was guilty of Perjury, 
bb war ed And this in Ale dk 4 C88 


of Depoſition by the General Aſſembly of our Church, 
in April 25825 as Calderwood relates . Again, 


The Heizouſaels of the Sin ef Perjury will fur- 
as; appear,” by the dreadful Judgments 5 God, pt 


ly threatened againſt it in Scripture, and partly inflict- 


ed on ſach as have been. guilty of it, | 

1/4, There are dreadful Judgments threatened 170 e 
Lord againſt perjured Perſons: Exod. xx. 7. The Lord 
will not ha him guiltleſs, that taketh his name in vain. 
Though Men may overlook fach wicked Wretches, yet 
the Lord will find him guilty,” and therefore ſhall not 
leave him utipuniſhed ; but will plague him, either in 
this World, or that which is to come, God will deal 


with ſuch, as guilty of an high Contempt of his Glory. 


And che Lord threatens, that be will be a ſwift wit- 
neſs againſt falſe fwearers,' Mal. iii. 5. He is not oy 
privy to their Sin, but will puniſh them, and that 
denly, for it. Though they may think to act that Sin 
without a Witneſs, yet God will not. only be a Witneſs 
K _ ny. but alſo a fade to-pynith Hain 
r 

When God's gr „n nynng Roll, or Book of God's 
Curſe, ſhall go * "ths Face of the whole Earth; inta 
whoſe Houſe ſhall it enter? It ſhall enter into the houſe 


of the thief, and of him that fweareth falſely by my 


name, faith the Lord: and it ſhall remain in the mid/? 


of his houſe, and it ſhall conſume it, with the timber 
thereof, and the ſtones thereof. 1 could, if expedient, 
give an Inſtance of the expreſs Accompliſhment of this 


55 Tareatening, within theſe few Years, in a Place not far 


'® Calderwoog's ; Hiſtory of the Church of Scotland. 
giſt ant: 


Aae witneſs ſhall periſbd and Prov. xix. 5. | 
witneſs ſhall not be unpuniſhed; — he that geg 2 


Chae? oe 5 


diſtant. And though ſome may think w Rid Wem 
ſelves, and eſcape theſe Threatenings, they deceive 
2 for Tins God's Judgments will find ther 

see what the wiſe Van , Prov. $8.28, 4 


Jhall not eſtape ; and y 9. A falſe witneſs ſhall not be 


unpuniſhed; and he that cateth lies, ſhall pe Now 
if this ſhall be the red e Wile, "what 


| may we think of perjured parties? e Burely their Condi- ; 


tion can be no better than theirs, 
24%, In Scripture we have Inſtances and Examples 


of Judgments actually inflicted upon Perſons guilty of 


this 5 Sin. 

In David's Time, when Saul had ſlain ſome of the 
Cibeonites, | contrary to the repreſentative Oath, which 
Joſbua and the Elders of ae! had long before taken 
to ſpare them, as appe 1 Joſb. ix. 15. the Lord was 
ſo much diſpleaſed with this Fact, (though done out of 
Zeal to the Children of Iſrael and Fudah, 2.Sam. Xxi. 2.), - 
that he puniſhed them for it with three Years Famine. 


Neither could that Perjury be expiated, till ſeyen 1 
Saulis Sons were hung up in Gibeah before the Sun, as 


was formerly faid ; though here I mention it again, bs 


an Inſtance of God's Judgments againſt the Sin of Per- 


Jury. | 
In Ezck. xvii. 1 6. the Lord threatened Zedekiah, that 


, for breaking his Oath to the King of Babylon, (though 
a Heathen), and becauſe he brake the Lord's own Oa 


and the Lord's Covenant, y 19. he ſhould die in Baby- 
lon. And this Judgment was afterwards inflicted, as 


we ſee in the 39th and 52d Chapters of Feremiah's Pro- 
: oo Yea, he did not only die there in a ſtrange 


and, but he firſt ſaw his Sons ſlain before him, and 
then had his own Eyes put out; and, ny blind, was 
kept in Priſon till the Day of his Death. 

Another remarkable Inſtance we have in 1 Kings 1 
155 where the Lord threatens Queen Jezebel for her 
ring up Sons of Belial to bear falſe Witneſs againſt 
Nabeth, (whereby ſhe was Partaker with them in 

their ie Perjury), that the dogs 338 eat her by the wall of 
D 2 Jezreel; 


* 


\ - 
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Fezreel; which was accompliſhed. accordingly, as we 
ſee 2 Kings ix. 30. to the End of that Chapter. 


Ananias and Sapphira, for lying to God, (which is 
but a Branch of, or one Ingredient in this Sin), were 
ſuddenly ſtruck dead, Acts v. 3. And many other Ex- 
amples and Inſtances of God's dreadful Judgments a- 
gainſt Perjury are extant in the ſacred Records. 

Nor are there Examples wanting in human Writings 
of the juſt and tremendous judgments of God againſt 
Perſons guilty of the sin of Perjury. Of theſe take a 


few as follows. | 


Bea relates of a 0 75 Man, that he had no ſoon- 


er taken a falſe Oath, but he was immediately ſtruck 
with an Apoplexy; and never ſpake more, but died. 
And this was alſo the Caſe of ohn Mackie, who depo- 
Dep at Edinburgh this Year (1710) in the Affair of Car- 
OPS. ; Foe COR OW WTR oss 2 
Uladiſiaus, King of Hungary, having contrafted a 
League with Amurath the great Turk, and bound him- 
elk io it by an Geh; the Pope kent Julianus and 
Franſciſus, Cardinals, to ab ſolve him from his Ogth, 
and provoke him to War: Which he undertaking with 
a conſiderable Army, the Victory ſtood doubtful for a 

reat while together. But Jmurath, ſeeing the Crucifix 
in the Chriſtians Enſign, plucked the Writing (where-_ 
in the late League was contained) out of his Boſom, 
and, with his Eyes and Hands lift up to Heaven, faid, 
© thou crucified Chriſt, behold this 1s the League thy 
Chriſtians in thy Name have made with me, which they 
have -cauſeleſily violated : If thou be a God, as they ſay 
thou art," and as we dream, revenge the Wrong now 
done unto thy Name and me, and ſhew thy Power upon 
thy perjured People, who in their Deeds deny thee their 
God. Immediately afterwards the King, in the Midſt 


of his Enemies, was ſlain; and the Chriſtians fled, ve- 


ry few ever returning to their own Houſes, but periſh- 

„„ VFC 4 
Mr. Fox relates, that, in the Reign of Q. Eliſabeth, 
the City of London, Widow, for- 


955 . Knoll's general Hiſtory of the Turks, p. 297. +; 


one Annis Averies, in 


ſware 


Chap. V. Of Ba of Pajay, . ag 


ſware herſelf for a little Money, which ſhe ſhould have 
paid for ſix Pounds of Tow; and by God's juſt Judg- 
ment, ſhe immediately fell down ſpeechleſs, caſting 
her Excrements upward, . which ſhould have been ts 
ol downwards, and ſo preſently. died . 

Kodulph Duke of Swevia, . provoked by the Pope, 
rebelled againſt his Sovereign the Emperor, HenryTV.; 
but in a Battle he fought againſt him, he loſt his right 
Arm, ' whereof he ſhortly after died, acknowledging 
God's Juſtice againſt him for his Diſloyalty ; ; puniſhing 
him in that Arm, which before was lift up to fear 
the Oath of Allegiance to his Maſter. + 
Euſebius tells us, in his Eccleſiaſtick Hiſtory, that 
Narciſſus, . Biſhop. of Teruſalem, a Man famous for his 
Virtues, and Faithfulneſs in reproving and correcting 
Vice, was falſely and maliciouſly accuſed of Inconti- 
nency, by three wicked Men, . who bound their Accu- 
ations with Oaths and Curſes. The firſt faid, IF lie, 
I pray God I may periſh by Fire. The ſecond faid, if 
I ſpeak, any thing but the Truth, I Pray God I* may 1 
conſumed by ſome. filthy and cruel D iſeaſe. The third 
faid, MI accuſe him fa ely, 1 pray 7 may 9 20 my Sight, 


: as become blind. 


This wicked Charge, tough! it was not believed by ; 
the Faithful, who knew the Piety and Integrity of the 
Biſhop; yet the good Biſhop, partly for Grief to lie un- 
der ſuch a Scandal,. and partly to retire himſelf from 
_ worldly Buſineſs, left his Biſhoprick, and lived private- 

Iy. But his forfworn Accuſers eſea caped- not. the re- 
venging Hand of God: For the firſt having his Ho oule 
extraordinarily ſet on Fire, was himſelf and all his Fa- 


mily burnt. therein.” The ſecond languiſhed away by 


a filthy Diſeaſe, till he died. The third, ſeeing the 
woful Ends of his: Companions, confeſſed all their Vil- 
lany ; and lamenting his Caſe and Crime, wept ſo long 
till he utterly loſt his Sight. And thus were Ka e 
puniſhed according to their own Im Precaiogy: + 


x 7 rl Acts and en 
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| He likewiſe relates, that the Arians hired a Woman 
to accuſe Euſtatius, a godly Biſhop, of committing 


Whoredom with her, thereby procuring his Baniſh- 
ment. But ſhortly after, the Lord ſtruck her with'a 
lothſome Diſeaſe ; whereupon ſhe confeſſed her Perju- 
ry, (the Child being begotten by Euſtatius a Smith, and 
7 Euſtatius the Biſhop), and preſently after ms 
_ ed ®, 

ohn Cooper, a godly Man, in \ the Days of 2M; 
| e of England, was falſely and malicjouſly ac 
of Treaſon, for alledged ſpeaking ſome Words again at 
the Queen; and accordingly was executed. But one 
Grimwvod, (who had ſworn falſely againſt him), bein 
ſhortly after about his Labour in the Harveſt, and in 
good Health, ſuddenly his Bowels fell out of his Body, 
and fo he died moſt miſerably f. 


Milliam Smith, Thomas hitingham, and 7 — 


Pickering, having maliciouſly hired one Nan White to 
take her Oath, that Mr. Wilding Miniſter of Wotton, 
two Miles from Warwick, meeting her in the Field, 


would have raviſhed her: Mr. #i/di ing is thereupon caſt | 
out of his Living. What. became of the perjured 


Wench, my Author knew not; but the three Suborn- 
ers came to fearful Ends. William Smith died of the 
French Pox; Thomas Whitingham broke his Neck off a 


Wain, as he was tying the Rope; and Thomas Pic- 


kering died diſtracted and deſpairipg, crying out, 1 
am damned, I am damned t. 1 
A certain Maid in London having ſtoln many Things 
from her Miſtreſs; and, being examined, forſwore 
them, wiſhing that the might rot if ever ſhe touched 
them, or knew of them. Notwithſtanding which ſhe 


| was carried to Priſon; where ſhe began to rot and 
. Nik, FFV - 


into a common Hoſpital. 


The Emperor Albert having made a Truce with the 
great Turk, and hs {worn to the ſame; 0 Ti 


1 Fuſcbius. LE 

+ Fox's Acts and Monuments 

1 Clerk's Rs. | e 
genius 


— — 
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genius IV. ſent him a Diſpenſation from his Oath, and 
excited him to renew the War againſt. them. Bot in 


the firſt Battle he was diſcomfited and ſlain, to the 


great Shame of Chriſtianity; the Infidels juſtly accuſing 
them of Perjury and Covenant - breaking, ſealed by the 


Natne of Chriſt, 1 they profeſd deen their Souls 
our. 


In the Year BY 5 a 7 — at Conſtantinople, ſent 1 | 


good Sum of Money to a Chriſtian to be paid at a cer- 


tain Day. But before the Time came, he brought an- 


other Turk with him, and willed the Chriſtian to pay 
it to that Turk when the Day came; which the Chri- 
fan did accordingly. But the Turk that received it, 

denied it; whereupon, he to whom the Money was 


properly due, came, and demanded it; the Chriſtian 


anſwered, That he had paid it already to the Perſon to 
whom de had aſſigned it; the Turk anſwered, That 
if 'it was fo, he was ſatisfied: But yet the other Turk 
b denied i it. And the Matter being brought before — 
Bue udge, he that received the Money denied it u e 
th; and thereupon the Chriſtian was for 
it again: Which he did; "ich withal prayed G 
—. _ lick Si ch of wh had Jong 


according} perjured Turk, as he was 


ng, to = Houſe, fell Aa, in the Streets, and died; 
An Inn-keeper in the Town of Rutlingen, having re · 
ceived a Bag of Money from a Paſſenger to keep for 


him, he forſware the ſame before the Judge, giving 


himſelf to the Devil if he ſwore falſely; and was, by 


two that teſtified againſt him, (Which indeed were two 
Fiends of Hell), preſently, in the Preſence of the Judge, 


| hoiſted up into the Air, where he evaniſhed away with 
them, and was never found after. 


Another fearfyl Example of God's Judgment Has : 
ſhewed on a rich young Maid in Saxony, who, having 


lemnly promiſed to marry a proper (but poor) young 
Man, made many Imprecations againſt herſelf if ever 


ſhe ſhould alter her Mind; wiſhing, that if ever ſhe 
married another, the Devil might take her on her Wed: 
ding-day : Yet afterwards ſhe was betrothed and marri- 
00 iq haber At n two ou on Horſeback came 
to 
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to the Houſe, and were entertained at the Feaſt; and 


after Dinner, one of them leading the Bride a Dance, 
took her by the Hand, und led her a Turn or two; 


and then, in the Preſande of all her Friends, he caught 


her, (crying out for Help), and went out at the Gate, 


| where he hoiſted her-up i into the Air, and vaniſhed a- 
way, with his e e and Bore. fo that ſhe was 


never ſeen more. 
Theſe two Inſtances, as: alſo the Weg, I 1 


near forty Years ago, in an Engliſh Book, called 4 Sword 


_ againſt Swearers ; from Ne I copied them exactly. 


It ſeems to be a very good Book, calculated againſt the 
Sins of the Age; eſpecially againſt cuſtomary and 

fine Curſing, Swearing, and Forſwearing. Yet "ooh 
may: poſſibly alledge, that that Relation, of the Devil's 


taking away that Man and Woman corporally and viſi- 


bly, is fabulous, becauſe the Devils are not ſo publick 
and familiar amongſt us. But methinks it is no Fable, 
but Matter of Fact. Let us therefore | conſider, 1.'The 
Place where theſe Things are ſaid to have been done; 


even in a barbarous antichriſtian Country, and moſt 


probably-before the Light of the Goſpel broke out. Yea, 
Fravellers tell us, that in ſome Families in thoſe Parts, 
the Devils, in human Shape, ſerve them as domeſtick 
Servants. Yea, when Men and Women ſolemnly gift 
themſelves to the Devil, as thoſe wicked Wretches did, 


may not God, in his righteous Judgment, permit the 


Devil to take them away corporally and viſibly, for the 
Terror of others? 2. That the Indians in America 
worſhip the Devil as their God; who appears to them, 
and beats them moſt ſeverely, when their Worſhip is not 
accompanied with that Zeal and Fervency of Devotion 

that he requires; which is, to cut their Fleſh'with ſharp” 
Flints, to the Eſſuſion of their Blood. The Reverend 
Mr. John Bryce, who was Miniſter of Crawferd-Fohn ſince | 
the late happy Revolutian, told me, That, when he wag 


in America with Mr, William Dunlop, who was baniſhed 


* 
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thither in the Time of Perſecution, the Indians cams 
often, when the Chriſtians were at Worſhip, and ſaid, 
Your God is a good God : You are joyful and wp £4.47 
your Sfp *. but our Ged ſerikes „ An 4 
An 
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And then, 3. That, if Fame may be W the 


Devils were very familiar and publick in this Nation, 


during the Continuance of Pagan and Antichriſtian 


Darkneſa, and even for ſome time after the Reforma - 


tion from Popery, till the Light of the Goſpel began to 
appear in its meridian Brightneſs; and then theſe i in- 
fernal Spirits began to withdraw. ' «| | 
Let this be for Warning and Canton! to all 
Curſers and Swearers, who in their ordinary Diſeourſe, 


and ſome at the Concluſion. of every Sentence almoſt, 


uſe to imprecate againſt themſelves, That the Devil 
* may take them, if what-they have ſaid be not true.” 


Theſe are 4 Scandal to Chriſtianity. I would have ſuch 
to conſider, that the Devil is pleaſed with Free-will 
. Offerings 3 and that, if they do not repent, and amend 


their — Time, the Devil will take them ſooner 
or later. ugh perhaps he will not take them cor- 


ally, yet he will be ſure of their Soul ſo ſoon as it is | 


— ring 


ward off the Force 5 Arguments againſt the Sin of Per- 
jury, taken from the Conſideration of the fearful Judg- 
ments of God againſt perjured Perſons ; becauſe, trough 


Pane Stent again an evil Ar is "od eie, ſreeds: 
th; e he 


they have been guilty, yet no remarkable judgment hath 
3 1 and therefore they are ready to 


— * 


ns | 


It is more than probable, hes fs ed 


eart of the ons of men is fully ſet in 


them to do evil, But I w have ſuch to conſider, 


that though Judgments be delayed or deferred, they will 
ſurely come one Time or other: And ſhall conclude 
this Head, with an Example of God's Judgment upon 
fuch' a miſerable Miſcreant, and Heaven-daring Sinner, 
as the | 

One hearing Perjury condemned by a zodly Preacher, 


and how it never eſcaped unpuniſhed, ſaid, in a Brave - 


— 


ry, I haue often for ſiuarn myſelf, and yet my right 


Hand is no ſhorter than my left. Which Words he 
had ſcarce uttered, when ſuch an Inflammation aroſe in 


that Hand, that be was forced to go to the Surgton, 
WG : BY . 
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and get it cut off, leſt it ſnould have infected his whole 
Body; whereby it became ſhorter than the other.. 
I ſhall now add a few Inſtances of the terrible Judgments 
of God on ported Parfogs in later Times z. boy 9 
conclude. = | 
A Gentlewoman in this Shire having . "© ak 
ſelf with reſpect to the Juſtneſs of an alledged Debt, 
was ſeized with an eating Cancer, which ate into, and 
diſcovered her inward Parts: And, after ſhe was con- 
fined to a Sick-bed, and had lien long in a miſerable 
Condition, ſne Was obliged to ſend for the Party inju- 
red by her Oath, and, before many Witneſſes, acknow- 
ledge her Perjury ; ; and ſoon. after departed this Life. 
Let the Perſon who, it is ſaid, urged her to depone, 


 _ with a Promiſe of the Half, (after ſhe had judicially de- 


clined it, and Inſtruments: had been taken upon her 
Refuſal), ſeriouſly conſider what Auguſtine faith. | Ille 
ui hominem provocat ad jurationem, & ſcit eum falſum 

Juraturum eſſe, vincit homicidam : quia homicida cor- 
| pus occiſurus eſt, ille animam; imo, duas animas, er 
ejus quem jurare provecavit, & ſuam ; that is, He 
7 of pr provokes one to ſwear that which he knows to 
cc be falſe, is worſe than a Murderer ; becauſe a Mur - 
& derer kills the Body, but he kills the Soul; yea two 
& Souls, viz. his whom he provoked to fwear, and his | 

cc own. , 9 

Perhaps he will 92457 ſay, It is a juſt Debt to "AO | 
| let her anſwer for her Fault. To which I reply, as a 
Reverend Miniſter did to ſome who: related this Matter 
to him and me, He that influenced her to ſwear falſely, 
will be found to be Art and Part with her in her Sin, 
and partake of her Plagues and Puniſhments, at _ 
great Day of Accounts. 

Let this be for Warning and Caution to all eh 28 
incline to ſwear, or adviſe others to ſwear, falſely, upon 
any Occaſion. It hath been ſhewn already, that, by the 

Laws of this Nation, ſeveral Perſons have been put to 
Death for this horrible Crime. And though poſlibly . 
ye may eſcape Juſtice from the Hands of Men, as ſome 
have done for Want of a clear Probation; yet there is 


no W from che Hands of an omniſcient God, bach 


* 
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hath no need of Witneſſes, and is an Wired Aven- 


5 of all Deceit and Falſhood, whereby his holy Name 
profaned. 


John Haſtie, iin! in Pf having ju · 
red himſelf, in an Oath of Purgation of Adultery; 
though he endeavoured to conceal his Guilt, and quell 


the Checks and Challenges of a guilty Conſcience, or 


. keep it aſleep, while in Health; yet, when he came to 


a Death - bed, he was ſeized with ſuch Horror of Con- | 


ſcience, that he could have no Reſt or Eaſe, till he 


_ ſent for a Miniſter, and, before many Witneſſes, ac- . 


knowledged his Sins of Adultery and Perjury. 1 
A Gentleman in this Shire having ſworn an Oath of 
* Purgation of Adultery, whereof there were pregnant 
Preſumptions of his Guilt, he fell into Sickneſs in a 
ſhort time after: And when he was recovering, his 


Conſcience fo troubled him, that he was hear 


out, oftener than once, Oh I have great Guilt: Where- 
as none could charge him with any remarkable or no- 
tour Sin, except his alledged Adultery, and ſuſpeted 
Perjury in his Oath of Purgation. Soon after, he aroſe 
from his Bed, and went out, and drowned himſelf. 
Oh! the Dread and 3 of an accuſing Conſcience! 
A young Woman in Yyle having perjured herſelf in 
2 a judicial Oath, was ſuddenly ſeized with Melancholy, 
and the Falli Ulng-ſicknels ; ; which Mill continued at the 
| writing hereo 5 
But the moſt remarkable les 1 have known of 
late, is that of John Atcheſon Weaver in Beftock-Syke, 
about two Miles from Moffat, which he related to my- 
ſelf; and is as follows. This Man having, through 
Satan's Temptations, and the Corruption of his own _ 
Heart, fallen into the heinous and abominable Sin of 
Adultery, with Janet Wilkin, Widow of James Coch. 
burn Smith in Broomlands, and continued therein a con · 
ſiderable Time; when it came to be talked privately, 
that ſhe had parted with Child, and ſome ſuſpected bim 
to be the Father of it, he went to the Seſſion of Kirk. 
patrick- Juxta, (in which Pariſh be lived), and volun- 
_ tarily offered his Oath, and urged that it might be ta- 
ken; and continued 0 to do for about five Months. 
E 2 Al 


2 — — 2 © 2 —— n 
- 4 * * * 
n — * Wi x - * _ n n 0 — — — „ — _ 
— d 3 n — «. ters; IS, 22x a cage — — —— — « 
＋ > 
* by = 


—_— — 2 — 


the -— Day of 


36 Of the Danger of Perjury. Chap. V. 


At length, being allowed a Copy of his: Oath. of Purga- 


tion, and a competent Time to conſider upon it, it was 


offered to him before the Congregation, (where, he 
ſays, he was moſt willing to take it), and delayed for 
ſome time longer. But at laſt his Oath wastaken, upon | 
| 1707 Leas. 

The Miniſter had Dean warned him of the Dan- 
ger of Perjury; and told him, that if he ſwore wrong, 


God would certainly kyth a viſible Judgment upon him 


ere long; which accordingly fell out: For, when he 


ſwore, the Word was no ores out of his Mouth, than 
he was ſeized with a dreadful Horror of Conſcience, 
and a Trembling, though not ſo diſcernible to athers ; 5 


and his bodily Strength ys ii daily. - 

Some Months being elapſed, his Trouble began to 
wear off; and he turning ecure, and continuing impe- 
nitent, the Lord, who in his righteous Judgment doth 


ſometimes puniſh one Sin by permitting the Sinner to 
fall into another, plagued him with a judicial Hardneſs 
of Heart; ſo that he relapſed into the Sin of Adultery 


with the Game Woman, about nine Months after his 


Oath: Whereupon he was immediately ſeized with Hor - 


ror of Conſcience again, and often tempted to Deſpair 
and Self- murder. _ 
When it was Uiſcovered the Womnn was with Child, 


£ though no body ſuſpected him, he freely acknowledged 


both his Adultery and Perjury, and was admitted to 
give Evidence of his Repentance befbre the.Congrega- 
tion, Upon his firſt Appearance, he was. remarkably 


ſtruck with an extraordinary Shaking in his whole Bo- 
dy, fo that he could not ſtand, till holden faſt ina Man's 


Arms, After his publick Appearances, he was ſo weak 
that he was borne home; and lay under Infirmity of Bo- 
dy and Trouble of Mind, but not Heart-lick, for more 
than eight Monts. 

This Shaking till continues in his left Hand, which | 


he formerly uſed moſt, inſomuch that, as T am inform- 


ed by himſelf and others, ten Men could not hold it 
from moving. 


This poor Man is now ſo redacted to Poverty, that 


d abliged: to wander up and down for his Food, 


being | 


„%%% and 
when he rides, he is not able to keep himſelf from fal- 


ling. But his moſt troubleſome Companion is the dread- ; 


ful Horror of his own Conſcience, which {till conti- 


nueth, as well as his Shaking and /bodily Weaknefs. | 


| He acknowledgeth,. that he could. read. the Scriptures 


that the Miniſter quoted to deter him from Perjury.; og | 
ttat he did not then believe them: And declares, that 


he repents that ever he attempted to uſe any Means for 
his bodily Trouble, ſeeing he can aſeribe that and 

His Trouble of Mind to nothing but God's juſt Judg- 
ment upon him for his Sin. He ſeems to be 


nitent. I pray God, as every good Chriſtian ought, 


that, if he be yet alive, he may get ſincere and un- 


feigned Repentance of his Sins, and Hg Mercy, n the | 


Day of the Lord. 
By all theſe Inſtances I have mentioned. and others 


1 paſs for Brevity, it appears, that Perjury is ſuch a 


God - provoking Sin, that the Lord doth not only re- 


ſerve Wrath for all perjured and impenitent Perſons i in 
the World to come; but many Times alſo, even in 


this World, he ſets up ſome of the moſt eminent of 


them, as Monuments of his Wrath and Indignation, 
for the Terror of others, that they may hear, and fear, 


and do no more ſo wickedly. 


1 ſhall now conclude with a Word of Advice to ſeve- | 


-al-Ranks and Degrees of Perlbns. And, 
1. To all Perſons in Authority who have lenge 


ſworn Allegiance and Fidelity to ſuperior Powers, and 


ſuch as have ſworn Fidelity in any Relation or Office, 
to make Conſcience in keeping their lawful Oaths : 
Eccleſ. viii. 2. I counſel thee to keep the king's command- 
ment, and that in regard of the oath of God. This is 
à a Duty 1 commanded in the Word of God, 


Kom. xiii, 1. Let every ſoul. be ſubject to the higher | 


powers: oo there is no power but of God, &c. Read 
to 8.z:; and 1 Pet. ii. 13. 14. 17. If this Honour, 
Fear and Subjection was due by Chriſtians to the law- 


ful Commands of Heathen, much more is it due to the 


lawful Commands of Chriſtian Magiſtrates :. And if it be 
A be without an Oath, then ſure the Oath of God in- 


terveening, 
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Diſtricts, as 


py bad: tilts der N Goals Obliga- 


Fon. Let every one who hath ſworn Fidelity in any 
Relation be careful to perform his Oath, as Ho ward 


not be guilty of the heinous Sin of Perjury. 
2. To all the Honourable Judges into whoſe Hatids 


| 11 Treatiſe may come: 1. To be zealous in puniſh- 


g profane Swearers, according to the Word of God, 


the Laws of the Land ; for this is often an Inlet 
* the Sin of er 90 1 am perſuaded, (faith Mr. 
. 1 that no good Reaſon can be aſ igned, why 
bn who has habituated himſelf to vain Swear- 
« ing, ſhould not, on a ſtrong Motive of private In- 
<< tereſt, proceed to a ideliberate falſe 'Swearing'; or, 
<-why he who makes: no Scruple to call'God to witneſs 


4 (when he is only in Jeſt) in common Converſation, 
& ſhould not think it as lawful, when ſome very conſide- 


4 rable Temptation preſents itſelf, to do the ſame in a 
" Court of Judicature, and ſo be gelle of publick Per- 


4 jury.“ They ought therefore to be puniſhed in 


Time, as a Mean to prevent this atrocious Evil. 2. To - 
be very tender in the Matter of Oaths, neither admit. 


ting ſuch as are ignorant of the Nature of Oaths, and 
Danger of Perjury, to depone; nor Oaths to be taken 


in trivial Matters, and without great Neceſſity; or when | 
. they have good Ground to ſuſpect that the Perſon will 


rofane God's Name, or prejudge the Truth, by ſwear- 
ing falſely. 8. To perſuade ſuch as are within their 


my Reverend Brethren will frankly concur with them 


in uſing their moſt ſedulous Endeavours with the Peo- 


ple in their ſeveral Charges to the ſame Purpoſe, + 


3. My next Advice'is to all ſuch as may di oalied to 


depone in Matters civil or criminal before any Court 


whatſomever : 1. To conſider, that a Jawful Oath is a 


Part of divine Worſbip, and therefore not to be de- 


clined, when it may tend to glorify God, and deter- 
mine any Controverſy; but withal not to go about it 
raſhly, but with a ſuitable Reverence. It is the Note 
| of a 2 Man, that he feareth an Oath, Eceleſ. i pot | 
; 2. To 


1 ** 
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ccafion offers, to ſtudy to be better ac- 
quainted with the Nature of Oaths, and Danger of Per- 
jury, as a good Mean to prevent it. I am perſuaded 
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2. To ſwear in Truth, judgment, and Righteo 


as explained in the preceeding Treatiſe ; and to per- 
form your promiſſory Oaths, though to your on tem- 


poral Loſs and Diſadvantage, as 2 xv. 4. For 
N perhaps it may be a conſiderabl Loſs, yet it is 
not ſo ill as eternal Damnation. And then,, 
4. The laſt Advice I offer on this Head, is to all 


ſuch as, through any Temptition: or other, hade ben 


guilty of Perjury, to ſt about the Practice of ſincere 
and unfeigned Repentance for that dreadful Sin, and 


that without Delay. - Conſider that Perjury is a blaſphe- | 


mous Sin: The Perjurer denies ſome of God's glorious . 


Attributes and Perfections, eſpecially his Omaniſcience ; 
for if he believed that God ſearches the Heart, and 


perfectly knows what is in Man, he would never ap- 
peal to him, or call him to witneſs a Lie. Nor doth 
1e firmly believe God's Juſtice and Power to puniſh 
him for his Sins And then, I adviſe them to guard 
againſt that atrocious Sin for the Time to come, as the 
would eſcape the terrible Wrath and Vengeance of al- 
mighty God, that will certainly overtake all impeni- - 
tent perjured Perſons, either in this World, or that 
which is to come; and perhaps in both. 1 
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